INTRODUCTION
The introduction of Apis mellifera adansonii, into Brazil in 1956 is well documented (K>J RR , 1967 (K>J RR , , 1969 G ONCALVES , 1974 ; MicHENEa, 1975 ; D IETZ , 1982) . Recently, RuTTNFR (1981) reported that the introduced bee was A. m. scutellata. In many popular publications this insect has been referred to as the Brazilian or killer bee. This misnomer was corrected by GorrcALVES (1974 GorrcALVES ( , 1982 (K ER a et al., 1982) that the inability of Africanized bees to become permanently established in areas south of the 33rd parallel is due to changes in ecological conditions. Consequently, the natural limit of the Africanized bee in Argentina has been placed between the 33°S and 34&dquo;S between the provinces of Entre Rios, Santa Fe, Cordoba and San Luis (K ERR et al., 1982) . These authors have also suggested that the appearance of Africanized bees south of this area are due to the commercial movement of bees and queens and not the result of natural swarming.
The distribution of Africanized honey bees in Argentina has not been studied in detail ; nevertheless, environmental conditions appear to limit the southern spread of these bees. The identification of the conditions that limit honey bee colonization could be of considerable importance, not only to the U.S. beekeeping industry, but also to the general public.
The purpose of this investigation was to determine the distribution of Africanized bees in Argentina and to identify the transition zone of Africanization along a north-south gradient.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The survey in Argentina was begun in January, 1983. During the next 5 month period, we tested the defensive behavior of at total of 600 colonies in 50 apiaries located in the following Santiago del Estero and Tucuman. 570 honey bee samples were collected from these apiaries for supportive morphometric analysis. The second year survey was completed during the period of November, 1983, to May, 1984, and 
